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IV. A Letter from Mr. Ralph Thoresby, K R, 5 
to Dr. Hans Sloane, Ji. S\ *^ec. concerning fome 
Ancient Brafs Infiruments found in Yorkffiire. 

Honoured S I R^ 

WEapons of Brafs having been difcontinued for 
many Ages, It may not perhaps be un :cep- 
table to you to have an Account of fome that were 
lately foand in thefe Parts ; for v^hat ufe they were 
originaily deiigned I dare not determine, fo (hall on- 
ly relate Matter of Fact as to tlie difcovery of them, 
and give you their form, defiring your Sentiments of 
them, and fsch ingenious Gentlemen as you may pleafe 
to communicate this unto. 

As the Servants of Mr. Ellis of Kiddal (Father to 
the prefent Sheriflf of the County) were Plowing in a 
Place called Ofmond-thick^ near the noted Br^mham^Moor^ 
they difcovered five or fix Brafs Inftruments, which are of 
different fizes, from little more than 3 to 4 Inches and 
an half in length, and from i and a half to 2 Inches and 
an half in breadth .• They are fome what in the foim ot 
a Wedge, as proceeding from a thin Edge, which after 
fo many Ages is tollerably (harp, to i and an half or 
2 Inches at the thicker end, where they are wrought 
hollow to put upon a Shaft .• Each of them has an Ear 
or Loop, which that you may the better perceive the 
f(>rm of, I have added the Figure of one (in its exaft Sa th Fh^e 
fize) that was fent to this RepoOtory* Some fuppofe ^^[ tm kpu- 
them to have been Arrows-heads^ or Axes of the ancient '''^^^«^' 
Britains ; others, thofe of the Roman CatapHlt£ ; but \ 
think ihey are as much to heavy for the firft, as they are 
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too light for the laft. I (hould rather take them to have 
been the Beads of Spears^ or Wdh^ing-jlaves of the civi- 
lized BrUains j and tho' of a fomewhat different Form 
from thofe defcribed by Speed (Hiji. of Great Brit. cap. 6.) 
in their Portraitures, taken I prefome from ancient Manu- 
fcripts, yet by the Loop in the fide we may better con- 
ceive how thofe ornamental Labels were fattened, than 
by the Pidares there exemplified. 

That Swords or Daggers were ufed of the fame Me- 
tal in old time, as well in Ireland as Great Britain^ 
(oi which there are feverai defcribed in the laft Edi- 
tioa of the Britanma) I conjecture from fome that 
were found there of late Years^ one of which was 
ferought me by a Friend from thence : It proves of 
a middle fize, vi%. eighteen Inches long in the Blade 5 
whereas of thofe found in Wales^. fome were but 
Twelve, others Twenty four. The Hilt or Handle 
probably was of Wood, faS is that of an old Sword 
ihat I have now by me, which is five Foot and 
a half long) for that it is wholly confumed: They 
have been fattened together by four larger or two 
lefs Nails, as appears by the Holes in the Brafs 
which are yet entire. And now that I am upon this 
fubjed, I have an ancient Spur, that is no lefs than 
fix Inches and an half long, from the Heel to the 
middle of the Rowel 5 but this, which is gilded^ 
and of nicer Workmanfliip, I fuppofe to beof a much 
later date. 



1 am^ Scc.v 

Ralph Thoresby. 
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